
  
Benefits of the Bikeway 
 Making Life Better in Howard County 

The Bikeway is a core network of bicycle and pedestrian routes from Howard County’s 
Bicycle Master Plan that will help everyone bike more easily and safely to places they need to 
go—including school, work, place of worship and parks. This network of safe, accessible, on-
road facilities and off-street paths extends from Clarksville to Elkridge and Laurel to Ellicott 
City. The Horizon Foundation, Bicycling Advocates of Howard County and other community 
organizations are asking the county to fund $3 million to get the Bikeway started and better 
ensure our streets are designed to promote health, help the environment and contribute to a 
robust economy. 

The Bikeway is Good for Health  
With better bike routes and connections, the Bikeway will allow more people to bike just 

as easily as they can drive a car. 

• Only half of U.S. adults meet the recommended guideline for physical activity per week. 
But research shows that people who live near trails are 50 percent more likely to meet 
those guidelines and 73 to 80 percent more likely to bicycle. 

• Biking to work is linked with an 11 to 18 percent reduction in the risk of cardiovascular 
disease, according to a study in the journal Circulation. 

• Studies of children and youth indicate that walking or bicycling to school is related to 
higher overall physical activity. But half of children attending school in the U.S. are 
dropped off in a car, according to the Safe Routes to School National Partnership. 

• For children, one mile of walking meets two-thirds of the recommended physical activity a 
day. 

The Bikeway is Good for the Environment 
When more people choose biking over driving, they help create a more sustainable future. 

• According to a NASA analysis, motor vehicles are the greatest contributor to atmospheric 
warming.  

• One-third of the Chesapeake Bay’s nitrogen load, which contributes to dead zones, 
comes from airborne pollution. A significant portion comes from cars and trucks on 
Maryland’s roads and highways. 

• The Rails to Trails Conservancy found that increasing the share of all trips made by 
bicycling and walking from 10 percent to 13 percent could lead to fuel savings of 3.8 



billion gallons a year and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 33 million tons per year. 
This is equivalent to replacing 19 million conventional cars with hybrids.  

• If 20 percent of children living within two miles of school were to bike or walk instead of 
being dropped off in a car, it would save 4.3 million miles of driving per day. Over a year, 
that saved driving would prevent 356,000 tons of CO2 and 21,500 tons of other pollutants 
from being emitted.  

The Bikeway is Good for the Economy 
Communities that promote biking are seeing positive economic impacts, including 
transportation cost savings, increased property values and greater sales growth.  

• Eight out of 10 communities that made bike and pedestrian improvements to their streets 
saw increased property values in a study by Smart Growth America. 

• In Salt Lake City, after 30 percent of parking on a major commercial street was replaced 
with protected bike lanes, crosswalks and sidewalks, retail sales went up 8.8 percent, 
higher than citywide sales.  

• A planned protected bike lane network in Austin is projected to increase the city's traffic 
capacity by about 25,000 trips per day at about the same cost ratio as a single 
expressway widening. 

• Bicycling infrastructure projects create an average of 11.4 jobs per $1 million spent, 
compared to 7.8 jobs for road-only projects, according to a study from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst.  

Bicycle & Pedestrian Networks Make a Difference 
Across the U.S., communities are improving streets to encourage biking, and these efforts 

are working. 

• In five states, walking and biking to school increased 37 percent after sidewalks and 
crosswalks were improved.  

• Bicycling in New York City increased 102 percent since 2007, and 289 percent compared 
to 2001. During the same time, safety increased for all road users. 

• One year after the installation of a protected bike lane in downtown Long Beach, a city 
survey found an increase in walking and bicycling traffic and a decrease in the number of 
bicycle and car crashes.  

• In San Jose, California, bicycling to work increased 200 percent between 2006 and 2008, 
with more than half of all trail users commuting to work.  

 

Show Your Support 
Join us and tell your county leaders: “I want the Bikeway!” 

www.hcbikeway.org 
 


