
Business Benefits of  

The Bikeway 
 Making Life Better in Howard County 
 
The Bikeway is a proposed network of safe, accessible bicycle routes that extends from 
Clarksville to Elkridge and Laurel to Ellicott City. The Bikeway is 10 percent of county’s Bicycle Master 
Plan. More than half of county residents, schools and parks ‒ as well as MARC stations and park and 
rides ‒ are within one mile of these routes. The 50 mile network costs $9 million. We are advocating 
for $3 million in next year’s budget as the next step in ensuring our streets are designed to promote 
health, help the environment and contribute to a robust economy. 

 

Investing in projects like the Bikeway is good for the economy 

Communities that promote biking are seeing positive economic impacts, including: 

 Increased property value: Eight out of 10 communities that made bike and pedestrian 

improvements to their streets saw increased property values in a study by Smart Growth America. 

 Increased attractiveness to millennial employees: “81% of millennials and 77% of active 

boomers say affordable and convenient transportation alternatives to the car are at least 

somewhat important when deciding where to live and work,” according to a study by the American 

Planning Association.   

 Increased retail vitality: In Salt Lake City, after the City installed protected bike lanes, crosswalks 

and sidewalks on a major commercial street, retail sales went up 8.8 percent, higher than citywide 

sales.  

 Traffic and parking cost savings: A planned protected bike lane network in Austin is projected 

to increase the city's traffic capacity by about 25,000 trips per day at about the same cost ratio as 

a single expressway widening.  
 

Neighboring counties are substantially outspending us 

Last year, Montgomery County budgeted $26 million of county funds for bicycling routes, and Anne 

Arundel County budgeted $7.5 million. Howard County budgeted $600,000. 

 

Businesses support the Bikeway 
The Howard County Chamber of Commerce, Howard County Association of Realtors, Howard 

Hughes, Columbia Association and others support the Bikeway, alongside cycling businesses, 

environmental groups, civic organizations and over 1,500 county residents. 

 

Learn more about the Bikeway and support it! 
We would love to meet with you to discuss the ways the Bikeway would benefit your business. We 
can also help you draft a letter of support and/or identify other ways of supporting this effort. Please 
contact Katie DiSalvo-Thronson or Chris Tsien at addresses below. 

 
 

This campaign is led by the Horizon Foundation and the Bicycling Advocates of Howard County.  
For more information, visit www.hcbikeway.org or contact Katie DiSalvo-Thronson at 

kdthronson@thehorizonfoundation.org or Chris Tsien at chrisbike@verizon.net  
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